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Wi3Jl,l£ES5# 1*10 Uvea at St» TBbls^ 4 toi fi^ Ijefald is pMbAblj' the most 
important Germ^ apposition leader now in oixr territory. A nian qf atrong 
convictions and moral fervor, j:© has a oonaist^t and active opponent of 

T'astiOTi, h^E carried on the atru^iglcj in Catholic cirtOBB and has bean m clom 
ctaitact nith the ilfbdeler groT^p whldi made the attgsnpt on Hitler HTo Jul^' 20. 
Now Elies sitg ijn Ms little roojr In the imrish house^ ifhere he hid hiiiiself irhen 
tha Gestapo ms after h±m in October, and obaervea African policy and behaviour 
mth considerabla di^imy and not fJlthout mosretandiDg* 

It ifl nut so ranch the lootirsg and the rape that botiisrs hija {nsuch of the 
looting at St* T&ils ie done by tha Belgian troops statloiiad th^re) ^ he under- 
etands that in^nar tijm soldiers cannot be e^cj^ct^d to 'wbave lllce followers of 
j St. Francis ^ .Hiat troubles him, a rightli^ Catholic dei^ocrat, is to c?ea (and hear 
I aoout? Ameiocans caotirming gasLa in office and treating all ijermans, Kazia md 
anti-Maaia, aUke* to St. Tonis, he says, a toian titat cofifeilns nuizeroiia opponent g 
of the Hitler regiiw, the Burgensaistar is s Mazi p^rty memter and an ex-ina jor in 
the ffehmbacht. The policy of qi: arte ring troops, he saj^a, f reqi^ntly ttarna out to 
be 3uch that the Nazis are spared and the enendea of the ititler systeai are tl:iroTm 
out of their hoaise## 

j »your policy," EKes said, ^±3 e^ctlj^ like your bontblng — frsquant:]^^ 

IndiBcrinJjiate, Wien yon first came here there was Joy at the liberation. Now ^ 
people aro bitterly disappointed. Is this tha behavior of f r^adoin-loving ii*sn, of 
dOTocrata? The people here hava liets of Kaasia which they hoped to hand irver to 
ths iUaerican libei atora, birt. now th^ keep them for theiaselToa and hesitate t^^ 
cooperate « ^ 

Hlfes is aji ardant Catholic with social ideals that are, to use Ft^esldeirt 
Rooaeveltta e^qpression, *left of center,* Vfere it not for his religion, ha would 
be a Socialist* As it is, he was a Isadlng Biember of tija Centrist party and m 
iiiamber of its e^ecuti™ conpnittee # Slfes knew Eruening well, but, althoMgh be 
respects him, he considera hm too weak and also too ocsnservative* ror 16 years 
Elfea had been editor of the WESTDErasCKE ZSITUr^G, an inf l^MTitial newapmper with 
a circulation of 200,000, He was a raeniber of the firUBgian Diet aa well as of the 
HunchenHDladbach citj^^ council* 5- 1923 he becaine Chief of Pblice (PollEoi- 
PrSsidont) of Krefeld, a posit icfi froa Triiich he was thrcrtm aiA t^y the Nazis when 
th^ caxae to power i To support hijiifleH, ho op^wd a cigar store. Ammg hia 
custoniers were bishops and leadiiig clergy. 



2. 

Before the wmTj his oppoaiticm t^^ Nasism took Largely religious fom^. 
M prominent GatliolijC; lajman, hg addr^B^ed churcli groups and al^ dallYsred 
Inforaal B&rwanB* In. 193 B iie coapo^ed a nerw pr^^r which aprsid through tha 
HhlnelaM* The pr^r pled fcjr the recognitlofi oi thm humm beijqg in all his 
dimity, regardless of race^ color ^ or creed* Bi 1944^ ho i?rot^ aaothiar prayer 
an the subject of truth, peace, and frei^om* Ke read it lii the Ghiirch at 
iCrefald, In defiaiica of the bisliop irho prajed for a ^^uwt pBace#^j sjfes stood 
up before the Congregation, shook his white hair, and exelaiiEieds '*A Jwt peage? 
Hour can we German Cat holies agk for a Jngt peace? If we got a just peace, t^wn 
we would all be hailed — that wuld be jiiatiea* I^at ns, on the contrarj', have 
an wijuat peacs, a peacie th^t ym do not deeervci.'^ 

Iben the war caitB^ KLfm Imew it wa^ a lost eauae« E^en after the 
victories of 1940 he etuck to hia belief that 'JerjMJJiy would be b^ateoi. flhan 
the church bells rfeaig cut ija jqy at the fall of fl^ancej Elfes out m a blaok 
necktie in mourning* '''Now," ha said, "the dance begins''. (As he was telling 
us this, wif a wife and dayghter ware sitting by his side, nodding vigi^raualy 
and remind li^ hint of ether escpres^ms and incidents). For hlnij as father, the 
"dance" alao began, of his sons In the Ifeliroaeht, a boy with sccial lde«ls 

and an ajn miration for Hues la, wms executed in Lot mark, apparently for 
"subversive* utterance a (Elfes doe a not know the details)* toother son, now 
21, had been wounded 4 tiKisa? at Stalingrad , at Salemo, at Imberg, and sciae*- 
where In Poland » He haf^ened to be howe on furlough Juet before the Jjnerican 
occupation, and hi^ father hid hlic in the p^ish* Wow he Is a Pf/# 

UMer the guise of jrepre tentative ef the Catholic MJfcg"5SSEEl3CEijE. Slfes 
travelled tlirougb the big PJiineland cities — DortHtund, Uus^;ieldorf , Eaaen, Humm, 
Faderbom — and held secret n^etln^e with grcups ranging in nwibsr fron; ID to 
100, Tliay kept religious tracts before them, nhila they discussed p&ace and 
plans for the future* Ke was in ccmtact with E^any Lef-Cathslle and Social- 
Democratic personalities, many of whom are friends of his* All of ti3sm, he 

are in concenferaticsrt c^p, td.th the possible exception of Severing with 
wh™ he talked at Bielefeld in 1941 ♦ toong the I^t-Gatholic leaders ha najiiad 
Jest, Lettm^haus, tlilller, Hersnos, and Me&auer — all i^^prisoned now- 

Mb early as 19il Elfes beeaiae convinced that the military would break with 
the Hazi partj^ and attempt to form a gcvermaent of conservative non-Nassis* Shen, 
therefore, soroatlufi in 19i2, a representative — "Hsrr KllHer" — of G* Sflrdeler, 
the Bisyor of Leipzig, came to age hiin about secret plans, Slfes was not 
aurprisedi On December JO, 19^2, ElCes and 3 other men laet "Kerr Mflller'* at 
Duisberg and Isamed, for aie first tlnie, about the conspiracy that ima being 
planned against Hitler* 'nrfflllar" was a pseudonym for a Catholic trade i^ion 
official, a former Esichstag deputy, who travelled through the country in the 
gulae of a business salesinan and contacted certain indlYiduals whose names he 
had on a aacret list* 

'^{flllgr'* outlined the cc^ttpiracy In general terae* He e^qslained that a 
group of ijif luential inen, both Generals and politicians, were planning to klU 
Hitler and set up a new government * Gftrdeler was the civilian brains of the 
conspiracy J he was to hecome Chancellor of the new govemffient , H\e militaiy 
leaders incl ded Generals Yfitaleben a^id Bsck* toother important figure was 
I^uohner, a former Social Democratic member of the Oeroian repitbUcaii govemtient, 
who W5LS to aarve the liadscm m:m between the conspirators and labor* 
I^uchner's reward waa to be a post In the nOT cabinet. 



3. 

The putsch against Hitler to tak^ pl^s aometiiDa 1^ 1943^ after th« 
G#rrfian Ari^ had suffered furiJifir daf&ata and public opinion had changed. ThiQr 
TOiited to deatrpy the ftLehrer at a mo^aent ifruan his popularity nmm low^ ao aa 
not iliaka a martyr out of hin;- 

"•Mflller" explairifld that !l4lpdsler k Co* had contact with tha ^fisllBh^ through 
SwiQden, and that the I^^ndon govi^mnimit was mora or lass prepared to daal with the 
naw 3Bt up* Genera 1 Beck^ ^iISIIbt^' eaid, vras rsac^ to accept unconditional 
surrender and to restore all land^ and areas occupied by the Nasls* TSio new 
gavernment ms to bs airthoritariaii md Eollltaiyj bat without the varloiis Na:si 
brutalities and compulsloDa* Hie qua at ion aa whathar FferllAinent was to bs 
permitted or not, iras left open. Apfmrently aardeleri a profess Icmal cirtl 
servant, favotirad it, and the aenerals were cool towards the idea» Sana of the 
higher officers, IncidQiitally, at first toyed ifith the thought of getting \ip a 
monarchy under the Kronprina, but thie ideajf wao «^opped as in practical. The 
milltari' ^lovernt^jent was to retain certain Nasi features, auch as tJ'je CAF and 
the regljaentation of T?orktrB# Elf as ms a^ked to recoouend certain Rhlneland 
Individ ttals to aarve in the cabljiet. F^e was asked whether Adensaueri the 
former nia,yor of Cologna, would be trilling to accept the post of :'inister of 
the Siterior* KL£^b re plied th^t hla friend Adenauer would alaost certainly 
refuse to coeperata Mth a nsilitaristie govermiect* 

Would Slfes MEieelC, then, be willing to serw in the oftrdelar 
asSninlstratlan? Ha said that he would like to talk it 0¥er with his friends, 
but that his attitude was negative* Ito did not like the author itarianiein of 
the conspiratorial group* A datiocrat, he wanted free elsctlons, a free 
RarliaAient, and an uncoerced labor movement* 

After discus sing the plan with his friends, SKes laet ^^^i4Iller" sosue 
2 weeks later at lodesberg. Kia reply was that he and h±B frlmids — left 
COTtrists aiid Socialists — would cheerfully welcon© the liquidation of Hitler 
but that tiiey would not cooperate tith iiillitarista* 

"If you, Herr wflller, st^oeod in killing Hitler, I would jump up and ciy, 
tHoch rSller,' and l^i^dlatel^ after j 'Eown with itoer.* I would appreciate 
yow deed as a treiaandous □arvice to Gemiany, but I would deplore your t^iiflg 
over power in the na^ of Cedieirals* 1 would go up and down Qormany and urge 
that the people put up monumants In your honour but that they kaap power out 
of your hands." 

311 caae, however, the conspiraoy succeeded, ElXea and his people were 
prepared to take steps of their own. For this purpose e kept in touch with 
^■Mttller^' and other repreaantatives of Gflrdeleri they met about twice monthly 
and corresponded frequently in veiled t-enaa, iLfe^j was thua kept Ijd'ontjed of 
the progress of the cgnspiracy* Ih June, l94Aj he wa^ in Oodesberg on vacatira 
and carried with him a Kroclaroation to the Gartoan people. The Proclamation 
coQtained a sharp attack on Nazism and a brief outline of a new social progrsjn 
for Germanyi it was to carry the signatures of Elfea, Hbtms, Adenauer, etc* 



Th^QXp acted tf^ putacjh to be mad^ in Jujie ajui wb» aaaklqg things raactr. 
UMle Eli es iras waiting in Qodosbargi Hermes want ^outh iritrj a e?>i3^ of tha 
A^CFClaiHatiQnj others to^ having conferences st Botm. Jii the latter group 
wre repreEeDtatives of former trade unioiis* So far as they Eomw. evsrythlcg 
TOB tliorou4;hljr prepared- 

mit riothing happenEid In June, and Elf es ratumed to Krefeldj waltdtig a;^ 
vondei-int;. Then cams thj? draroatlc events of JiUy 20^ and tilfes hwtg oti ihe 
radio to find out what nas what^ i-vho was caught » It wa^ froii the rmwB^ 
iflsntiOTied on tba radio that he knew the conspiracy had failed* Qtt that day 
£ rau Herniea^ wife of ]jr* Kermea, wote hiic that her husband ma arrested and 
taken to tfacklenburg. The ^ole groriip was deatrayed, ard socki after, Slf es 
wms arrested. He was released In 3 weeks (fortunately for him, tiie Proclamaticwi 
did not have any najtea prijited on it ~ "a^ an old policeinan, I woiild not 
comnit such ai elementary blimder"}* Barlj in October he waa tipped off — 
by iJr, H<lrter, the ffaai Boergerinetstor of t^r^eld — tt^t the iiOBtapq was after 
him. So he hid in tiie parish houaei at St» Tiinis and grew a beard for dlsguiae. 

Elfes does not 1mm how and why the oonspiracy failed. He did, however , 
f l™ us soir* itsms of information that are not gemralljr knom • For one thing, 
the attempt on .Nltler's life took place at the Sonne, a large drlll-gros^id, at 
F^erboML* i or another, nnich of the fault for the subseq^uent arrests and 
executions Isy with Gen^iral Witsleben, whsxn Elfes elmracterized m "a trpical 
German General — that la to s^-, not burdened iti_th too micb brains It seenB 
that mt^leben kept aH the confidential papers relating to the conspiraqy in 
his personal saf e| he was sure that a General private ffefe would be sancro- 
sanctft Elfes also heard t'riat tiie f allxire of the conspiracy wae due largely to 
the chemist ¥*ig, hoping to spare iiie persons sur rounding the r^ehrer, did not 
put enough dyneraite in the bomb* Hot? maijy psopXe were arrested and executed^ 
aifes doe 3 not Itnow. But another iiiformant, SdHuerte, a big Duaaaldorf 
Indus trialiat, told ue that he had heard that at least 3,000 wm ym^B a^aei;ited.* 
The GonsplraGy vfas, in Jchauerte's opinion, a Junker affair no ludUfltriallat 
was represented in it» 

For fflfiny years Elfes has been working on plans for a new political party 
±Q Genranyj the program is^ in fact, past the planning stage and has been 
acoapted by a circle of inflijential individuals, mainly belonging to the former 
Centrist partyf It has ttie sjnispathy, and Msslbly the support of Sooial 
Dara-ocrata such as SeYerli^t ai brief, Elf|S wants to establish cne large 
labor party, ecmpoeed of all "schaffende >lande" (producing-workers) In •l^finmy. 
Such a party would unite Centrists with Social DeUiOcrats arKi also with the 
COKUTitmlste, provided tha latter were willing to give up their hostility to 
religion* IWjs united labor party platform calls for the following points s 
{1) i!:oTiediate peace j (2) estabHstuaent of tiie basic frewioiiLs of speeoh, 
asaaaiLbly, pifl>lication; (3) free trade mlons (4) oooperatlTes] {^) tociali^aticra 
Off ^©a<gr i^r- otiYi (&) socialisation of banlcs and Insurance companies/ (7} 
partltipji ^ tilt Mg estates | (8) large-scale public works | (9) the liq|iidatlon 
of the T-Tazi crioinals- Qa tl^e latter point, .:Lres is soriy 1±iat the JLUieaj^ 
alld not the jerKians, wiU do the job. He feels t^iat the Germans should do the 
housec leaning the^elvas* 
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Although a Caiitrla* and a deeply reUjsimis Catholic j Elfea has i^am to Ihm 
conclxiaiqii that tha Cantrlst party should not h© rOTived aM that th& church 
ahould etay out of politics* Hfl has^ in factj no M^h oplj^lon of mo^ of GermaiBr's 
Catholic bis hops J and ha thinks that tha church failed Christianity durlHig tha 
MMi-Fascist crisis of the last 20 yeara* Tha church ha^ begn raactlraaiy aatd 
pro-faacistj Iinios chargos* Tilian the Nazia dBatroyad Germariy's labor mlaas^ h$ 
a&id bittorlyf ths Cat hallo olai^ rubbed thair hands In glM; but ths 
Rttljardte teg&iEL to rsersgoiit^ i;,^ a^.UT'^.ii -Vuij^ ' ^lirg^ wapt in gsLf'^tif^* Evan 
tbaii the bi^ laadars of tha churchy tha biaho|>3^ did nothinig against Creman 
fascisoR* The bishops' motto nass "Tfo want no martyr a" (iha Ms hop of Aachm used 
virtually the aaiiia gxprea^on in his coiivargatian with vb)* Jj^smr QlQrgjr, 
hdwgverp fraqusntlj raised thair tasicss against the aTlls and viOlances of 
Naalsra, and n^ny of tham ara now in aancantratiaa caups* Elfes I3 coavinTOd that 
tha failure of tha ehuroh to fight IJazism has cost it the future and^ daspito 
ths claims of churchman that they ar^ "ajiti'-Kszi" (a claim that ElCe^ di^mlsasa 
aljttost conteifii^tuousljr), ha thinks that aa a political poror the Churah la flnlah^d 

Elfes bsllavos that the middle olasa Is alao «kaputt** In th^ Haich* It is 
finiahsd as apolitical f oroe because it missed its great chance under tm 
Eapublio ta coiie to tenn^ iritn the wortoers. Jjastaad of helping organia^d labor j 
the only solidly democratic Eiovemant in Gariiiariyi to stablilse and f □rtify tha 
Republic, tha bourgeoiBia ohoaa to help Hitler destroy ovary vastige of democratic 
life in uermany^ n&^mr again, Elfss tninks, wHl the iJerman middle class hava 
another cltanoe. Jjn the first world W^, Slfes said, the Junkers lost thalr 
ch;3(ncsj in tha second Tftw^ld War the bourgeoisie lo^t its chance* Noir, by a 
process of historic inavlt ability, it ±3 the turn of labor j or as Elfsa calls Itj 
"die SGhaffande I^Ende.^ He coiiBldars yexmany as muoh a proietarian coiintrj^ a3 is 
tiie Soviet Union and boLleves that the tmi countries have a comon f utur:^* 

As for acGepting raspCffisibility at present, yndsr Allied cKicupatiGoi^ Elfea 
is sceptic al« y'rom the illiad radio h^ has gathao^^ad tha conviction that .^erraanjy^s 
future is dark. He understands tl^e reasons and accepts the necessity for a h^d 
policy towards the defeated iaich, birt he believes it t%> be a mistake to deprive 
a ivhole nation of every vestige of hope* Ko mtterhow liard tlie conditions, the 
paopla must be giv^ a glimmer of hope far tha future} otherwisa ths will 
becoi&ea totally frustrated, deicbralizeii, and x^anjf for any deapprats raraeiiast 
If my hope for the future is offered by the AHles, then the toaocratic forces 
id.ll gladly cooper ate « Elf as does not believe that ai^y res pons Ibis German W0i|ld 
otherwise act as a "slave-driver" for the Allies # From Tihat ^If as has seen and 
heard of MS policy (eepe^^ially LC^g a^^cepfcibllity to the church), he la not 
optlMetio about an Allied-supportad democratic future for Germany, 

The policy of uhconditional eurrsndar, he thinks^ has helped the Nasls 
l-aaeasurablyj It has sctmUy united a cons id arable part of the nation behind 
t hem, Xoodrow Wilson, 3lfes said, did it b^tterj his declJU*atlon that he had no 
quarrel tiltft the aertnaii people hut ?dth the Kaiser had cut the ground from undar 
the latter* This tlnae, however party and nation are unitef instead of being 
divided, by the Allied policy* Still, Slfea thinks It idse not to promise the 
G«liM3Dy anything — it is unfortunate tfiat it must be ao, but it cannot be helled* 
He thlnka the Oermajis siiould atone for their sins by tlismselves* 



on the flubjfiot of thf^ KQ^opOB^d p^^rtition of O^nmny into AlUfi^ apherea, Elfe^ 
exjiresj^ed atrcuiij: doubts* isi^titiciii, far ft'om asaurlnc peaoeg would actiially be 
a threat to peec^, jji the firat place, lie arguad, the tSiited states would undoubt- 
edly laa-re Bircpe sqeie day? then only Qernieiiy^a weal: neicliborB v;yuld In* left to 
suparcia^ the B^ich* u&ither -BtlgXmi, nor ifcUandt nor -.ven jvanc^ ^rill be strcnc 
«3toUgh to •digeist us*, m the aecond places Elfefl said, th^ historic tendency 
tk^o^£hout the world iJS towards lar£<ss ar^ja-combiiiatlojia , ratlier than towards 
splittsririi^a; therefora, □ partitior^ of oermny would be an antl-Matoric , 
rmotiomry s-top* finally, in his opinion, the Alliaa could mc^e easily eontrol 
GeriDflny from one conter* 

Sif^iiflcantiy enough, j^Lfes was satief ied*'^0¥en ple^ised— wi th the lo^s of 
Sfiat Bruaaia Bml the Ea3t6rn Gensan aroas to ipsj^i^i* j|p a catholics, a Tfj^stfimar^ 
aiid a Hi ine lander, he hed no lo^e Tor tha Bfussiane wli&ae JUitioer loadership had 
br-pushli ^0 mch msforiiine to Germany* igDw he hM a feeline of ■good rid-iancei* 

Elfee la a wlj?yi an^getic msm in iiis late S^^^ early tjO'Sj whoae Btort 
grey iiupeo^ial giiras him a reasmblance to paateur. IlEtllke so many Germans one 
anfliountera, he haa neither senrility nor ovor-anxiety to please the conquerora* 
IB a fighter a^aiiiiit i^sisjj., lie Ltas a clear conscience and does not consider him- 
mll one of the defeated, m has sel/- confide nee, □haracts]:^^ and a large dt^ae 
of seasoned wisdom. Broperly employed by us, he could be of fjreat service to ub 
and to tli^ deiEPCratic future of hie ooim.ry~but iie haa to be properly BiiployBd, 
He would J30ke an ideal publisher for a gei^n newspaper in one of the big clties- 
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Ci* - Bi^l DprnbuBCk, '^2^ conaidars hiJUBelf and his ideaa typioel of the 
KJPTKr.Ti'JijUd-i.jtlE paediuiE-aiaed induatry) ownere, m Is BETRIEKHJEJIRSFi and 
fiiraBHEEAmmiGIE (Dlitctor & Sapionafie Trustee) of hie father's factories pro- 
ducing mehijiery and tools and dies for printing « d fktnbossij]^. poi- the last 
6 years, tliess plants have been completely convorted to war goods, Dombusch 
ia a university graduste in piiiloaophy end aooijocdcsi all hia admiiilstrative 
eM btifiijiaoe eiparience has bees under the K*izi ayatetn. He ia culturea, Sntel- 
llEent, speaks exosllent Bfiglisii, end despite a certain uneaaioesa ana caution, 
3 poke opeiay of his aympathy with jptional Socialisir.. Ho end hia father heve 
been marabersof the jpzi party since I033 , and the younger Dorntmseh waa one of 
the 35 HAraHERiffiif (city council cumbers) in Icrafeld. 

Hia attitude naa clear to us from the beeinninf; irftan he said, ■! uould not 
like to do or say anything e^jainat ray ooiintry In tint of war-i a laanber of the 
VOLIEPAHTEI of industrialist 3 ano i&anecers, bo went into ths Kazi jisurty in '33 # 
he s;iid, "because he wanted to do atiay with tha chaoa of the Bepuhlic and to'' pre- 
vent conuEUniJSmt, His rabid aad inordinate fear of ooJniiunisti wtia oxpi-eseed through- 
out; and he attecptod to rationalize tha actions of hie Indus trial its t group during 
the liist 12 years by repeated refereiicsB to the "o-TOrwiiBlmint* aaneer of solshevlam*, 
the lOTT^EUOmtSTRIS people ¥?ent oifer in a hloo to the NB^ia in 13:: tov tMa reason, 
and the GBG33Ilffiil'3TKlE (Bie Industry) a short while later beceuae^they aan eaorimus 
war profits in Kitlur'e anQ&Eiente pro^-raiE. iXJrnbusch says ha was also Bctivated by 
e desire to "soften i^sl exaiserratioiis* such aa anti-aemitiaai, which "did not hurt 
tJermanyt but nhich did not help tis either'* 

H© scoffs at the idee of t&amn BolshevisE.* , hb eaidj iConnnmisBi has no 
limitations, Y-hereae H&zisia ia only a irer neceseity, we, our cle^s, hava a certain 
influence in the nasi party, via could not hava thie influence und&r COHniinismj 
we would loise all. The ijaal party is not a party of tlie lower cleesse, fphey are 
juat eafplolted for tbo aiins of the nation and to seoui*e a baaia for ths state's 
political power, of course, we lose certain rights under the Nazi system, but w© 
feel it is wcsrth iti, said that when the uar broks out in i^go, the njarriaee 
between i^siar- and the tipper German miadle-claas Taecaiaa ocappletei «Bven the 
stubborn ones ajnong us 'jntersd the party or contributed all their tadents toward 
the party and atate. The Maai pai ty became the nation, and w© recognized this. 
I^rhaps it was a lEiatalfle, but it wae a fact". The single great feature of the m%t 
party was that it "prevented ccntduniflin, and if the war wea not loat, it ^ould hnv* 
been a great success". 



Dornbusch has a ccntamptuous attitude toward workers, ijj you give thas^ trork 
and feed them adequately and tell tham it ia consEUniaEi, then they win be coimmi^ati 
if you feed tii^nj and tell them it is Haalaw, then they will be uaai. They will 
shout Keil Hitler or Heil i^sscowi they have no opinion of their ownj they are very 
easy to govern and dirt^ctf ju:;* proMse thenj anything and give them fair oouditions 
and tnay wili suppoi-t anythiafi you do." as AB^^liimHEAOlTRAOTE, a factory post which 
Observes "opposition, espionage, and sabotage" and reporta them to the Gestapo, he 
said ha had absolutely no trouble with his worters, Getiaan or foreien, of his 

workers were j&les and Husaiana. ihere was not a attigle case of sabotage ia k years, 
Ee attributes this to eooq treateBnt, Russians ha conaiaara the beat and neat 
docile foreign norlosra* 



He described th& DAf (Basi Lstior ifont) aa mi iniitriumnt for proteetlafi tha 
i^'orkera aE^ii^^t the employes r. The daf's rs^assntatlve, tM lE^!flIEffl30aKU3H Tiho 
thfioreticaliy wae on a par with Doiaibugcii* witSi howv^r, a "Yer-y rea3onal>la friendly 
inau" and I3orn"ouflC^l Wias Irt the closast agreeioeiit with hto. fbare whs HfiVer any 
coBfliot In tbe aHgt^taat dep^ betvaen th^ii 

Basic ally f Dortibuaoh ha^ not dmngied hi 3 ida&e alnca the Allies h^ve t^^kan 
over* i?e wants no politiaal parties i m popular elections > Xhi trade unions. 

The S&ai systan. has bean banaficiali and iwQUld be even better without ths lias is 
and thalr "i^ic^^^arratad ideology and axoeaaa^"* H^^ idaal state would be an 
authoritarian one, with a hierarGhy of labor and sklllE; political power would be 
baaed on th^^ skilled labor ariatoaraay a nd tii0 madiuin^aized imu^tri aliatB as 
laadars—jisii such aa hlinai^lft The euild syatfjirj (OAFJ would replace unions and 
atrikws* m this connaction, his Ideas ere re^EirkEbly BiudlLj^ to the views expr^Bmi 
to U3 by the j^ohan induigtrialiat£ around the r^eltjrup-oppenhoff ^jroup who are in 
the civil ad ministration mdar ±n j^chi^n today* Do^-nbuach vouchaa far it that 
hia idec^ aro cotmoDn atnoxig his claaa all ovar Ger^Bsny* As a laatter of fact, he 
knows OPpenliof and 7eltrup vary well* DDmbuaoh^s wife ia the sister-in-law of op 
de Hiptj wiio is the kay man in the pre3#Jit j^ehan civil adirdnistration* Dortibusch 
weut to see l^eltrup in Aackan s few days before it fell. At thet tinae Veltrup told 
him ha ?iaa keeping "his best man* ¥?ith hiin to await the Aicari&ans end collLibprete 
with theiEL. (TOltrup was tha leadlne lamitlona manufacturer of Aacb&n*) 

jprnbusch is a catholio, but he has little sytnpathy for the C^ntriat party 
or the hi^gr OsLtholic olergy. They claimed to be egalnst ip^ismf but ^thay did 
nothitie against tha party or war* and contributed their hr'aijia and labor toward 
th^ perty and nation « 

He said tike Indus trial lets want a »etrong n&tionaliat regiioe^ led by the 
TOLKBBARTEI a^id nEUTSC!II"-!4TI0IiAL party* social- democrats they consider •un-Clercian" 
and OoKErtiiiist^ a imanacei, industrially # Cerioeny^s future lies in laeQiutu-sised 
industry— teirtileB, buildine ta'adasi tranaport, gless, »cu<jtoo eloeka^i handier aft a 
of all kinds. He adciita the upper middle-^ a lassies have not suffered niich during 
the war and have lost little as o result of tha barobings* ^ay at ill haTe thalr 
farms, eatates, lai'^ge eountry villas > investments i and in siKJflt cases their factories 
which were decentralised into many sue 11 holdixtga,! qqh tha other band* the lowr 
bourgeoisie, the buflinassnieni. have lost everything » their shops t s tores » supplies, 
war ah Qu 3a St i^oods, throijygh boEbtn^s and lyotlng requisition. 

Dornbuach claioa that Geir^aiay ia not a land of big industry. Big industry, 
IKiiMJIRIIIDOSlBXEi wts s^aithetically created by the na^ia for war production* But 
tha basis of Geriaan econar^ is the MUTI^fflDDSfTRXEf f actor i<3sa eittploylng between 
JOQ and 2,0€0 JiKnt produeinc esaantially peacetiioe consujnsr goods. Dornbuseh says 
that the great AllieQ bombing attacks have succeeded in decentralizing industry to 
audi an egctent th^it Big JjaduBtryi outside of steel, oheMcala and coal^ no longer 
exists. 3h I9k3* factories brote up and ucved into all parts of Gerixiany, attach- 
ing thainselvas to local aciali induatrie?? and eran anialgainatin^ their capital with 
the local planta^ 

l5iU3 rapi&ceasaant of njacblnery and rebuilding of factories due to bombiii^ was 
not difficult, for example, his caain factory in B?©fald was destroyed In l%3m 
ite built a new factory from the ground up between july and s^pteiriber 1943, wi*h 
completely naw laachiMry. 'For those plants that were essential or nflar-assantial 
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BDLflJjusch and his clfiaa *expsct ajiytlilne* from tlm Allied oecupetioii 
authorities* Hiey *e:sjipeot» heavy industry tu_ be cgoXie dated, say& that thm 
1 JTlEIJ;iJDtB iKXiii iii_oraer to nmintain itself, needs only ooftX and iroii and tbe 
iMustrialista do nat cerc wii&r& this qoebs ftom, as Iqiotg as It Is niflde availably 
for tlie idiiiiinum iseeas. He BUgeB^t& it cciuld b& rationsd ftoHi abroad > ratioBed in 
such a way tli^t theiM rw finsterials oould not find tiM^ir imy into any hmwy Indus l^y 
for potential war purpQaes. biggeat industpy and nioat centralized In cerniany 

todsy i5 the ohtimieal iff-a^cii* because the 'N^.ziB yearfld^d and planr^ed for •autarchy* 
Kliera no imports would be iiticessary* 

Dombu^^shtQ friends (in hia house today live 10 fainLlies^ a^Bg th^tg a banker, 
architsct^ laffy^jr , aoianomist, manufacturera) liateiiad eagerly to the details of 
the mita oonferonoe over the bbO* i&rti^ularly they were interested In Churahlllta 
stateiL*3nt-*iiteac6 T;ill bring reperationa, hut tlie Germii people will not starve 
and they mot be to n an opportunity to work** Eornbuach a&lsdt "Coefl this aean 
you Tfill taioe our feqtorias or our i^roductay* Alllod propaganda did howwr 
iu^sas them with its ■s^rioufinssg of trying to build a new poat-war worldip 

Darnbitsch refleota u good daal of the present M&zi proiag^da line. tJntil 
the ps^asant mssian and jnglo^American offensiveap he believed the Allies isould 
be stopp&d, e conflict of liaportant pqlitical proportle^ns would br^ak out amng 
thens, and a negotiated peace other than uncimdltlonel euirender would enau©* 
*EFery Gertqsnlhougbt and hopsd for m conflict hetwean the Allies. And think 
it will still coiDo* It will coicae in Genijany over GerEany^s future* And GenuHny 
will tliua become the future bBttlsfield between the West and f^st.* 

Bornbuaoh thinks tkia conflict is inev-itable beeauae the United states win 
isolate it a© If egeini Britain is too weak to eounteract Russian purposefii and 
jrence la already Counmnlst. ■'That is why we continue flehtinE toAay, Bicauae 
you will leave ua at the iiifercy of the ecmiunists* ipd if Huesia does succeed 
in conmniaing Germany, all of us, scar^sa of m friends will either run away or 
we will aovQ one bullet for each Jaember of our familypif R^aale he conald^rs e 
■lower cultiara* and Stalin a imn whom one can newr helleTe, trhe prolong ti on 
of the war ia due to the fear of CGfiimuiiam.i 

and hia ftrlenda wer^ ^zed that tu did not enter Kpefeid with an entire 
German civil regime coiap lately aet upp, hut had to ^ sear chine for a l^yor* He 
did not think tha AJlieg very effi^iient, because things are still so confused 
and no one knowe where tiiey stand p m and hla inaseinad that it all would be 
differeint, 

Dornbusobt of course i has no reeling of hoiitlllty towai^d lefldin^s K&^is. He 
respects those who arc- i^zis "out of ccaivictioni , w&u "who are ideallats and 
wanted to earry out the tania tjtjzi princlplast- ne aees the future as ivery blaokP 
because there la ino strong nisn" or ■ strong inmremantt ready to replace Hitler and 
his movejiienti . Afiain he brou^t up the fear of couKuniaiL, if this eti'ong mm 
is not available # the msaes will accept etoimomism if t hare by they get norlG and 
bread, Conimniam, as a mtter of fact, la ran^E^it eve^ in Spain lyader Blanco- 
and ^ oaulle is a coimmmlat in disguise* 
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Althou^i a who shows outwardly ell the audaliility and respectability 
of a good od^QB uion, wide trawl (li:^ Europe and A^eTica)p and the aelf-assuranca 
that cwBB from thB habit of laad^r^hip and good living, Do^nbuseh could raT^eil 
no a&ep moral i'aeliiag3« lie wa anxious to hear of the diaaatrous eff^icts of T-1 
and ir-2R and ^h^n h& tola oi' tko trociti.es oontnitied by tho SS wimnacht 
in £Oland, iranca aiid Bissia, he exslaij»di »But why did they do It? Ifliy Mil 
tJiem? we aecded Yyovlwcs^ houwjnaids, gsa^^ners. to wera aaldiis far ttsore wortora 
a ll ttk e t ime- p 



I^wlfl F« Qittler 



